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Septic systems treat and dispose of household
wastewater en individual lots, mostly in more rural
areas with large lots where sewers are not practical.
According to the federal Environmental Protection
Agency, nearly one out of every four homes in the
U.8. relies on seplic systems. When properly
designed, installed, operated and maintained,
septic systems can be the mest cost-effective
method of wastewater treatment.

How Septic Systems Work

Most individual septic systems consist of a septic
tank and a septic drain field. The purpose of the
septic tank is to separate the solids from the
liquids and to promote partial breakdown of
contaminants by microorganisms naturally present
in the wastewater. The wastewarer solids, known as
sludge, collect on the bottom of the tank.

The liquid. or effluent, moves from the septi—c
tank either by gravity, or by pumping to a
subsurface drain field swhere a perforated pipe
disperses it. The drain field’s size and depth is
determined by the size of the septic tank, the soils,
geology and groundwater levels. The effluent exits
the pipe and mickles through seil under the field.
The soil treats the wastewater through physical.
chemical and bislogical processes, It also filters
out many of the bacteria. viruses and nutrients
before the sffluent reaches groundwater.

Cesspools were commonly used many vears ago
and are still in use in some areas today. They are
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simply undergraund pits with open-jointed linings
that receive septage. The effluent leaches into the
surrounding soil while the solids are retained in
the pit. Cesspools do not connect toa septic field
bur simply allow the liquid to escape through the
open joints. The New Jersev Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP} regulanons
outlaw new cesspools and require replacement of
old cesspools when thev are found to be in use.

Proper Location, Design and Operation

Septic systems can fail due to improper siting
{involving soil conditions, slopes or water table
levels) or improper construcion.

Location

DEP regulations (N J.A.C.7:94) spell out the
minimum requirenients for the design and
location of septic systems. The regulations specity
that a septic system shali not be located where 1t
would he adversely affected by natural features
including: bedrock outcreps, sink holes, steep
slopes. bare eroded ground, sand dunes, mine
spoils or landfills, low-lving coast areas with tidal
inundation. low-lying inland areas with ponding or
freshwarer wetlands, flat low-lying areas adjoining
streams, and high gr()urldwatftr areas.

Seplic systems must be locared in soils that have
acceplable permeability to provide adequate
absorption characteristics for septic flelds. The
regulations require 1 minimum nunber of
percolation tests that must be completed tor
different size disposal fields. The tests determine
the design permeability needed for proper
infilrration i@ ensure the effluent can move
through the soil in enough time for adequate
treatment to lake place. For example, in areus of
low permeability, sandy material may necd 1o be
added w increase permeability. By the same token.
in areas of very high permeability, ciay material
would be needed to decrease permeability.

Svstems must be adequately distanced from
occupied buildings. property lines. adjacent seplic
SYSIeIns, WaleT Courses, water supply lines, reservoirs,
ancl wells.

Design

The design of the septic system is determined
by its location — soils, groundwater elevation,
topography. geology — and by the number of
bedrooms of the residence itis to serve. The
number of bedraoms determines the number of
expected occupants and, therefore, the estimated
volume of daily sewage flow. For residential
vstems, the DEP assigns a fiow of 200 gallons per
day 1o the first bedroom and 150 gallons per day
for each additional bedroom. The more bedrooms
in a house, the higher the wastewater volume and
the larger the sepuc field will have to be. The site
characteristics determine the size of the disposal
field. The slower the soil's permeability, the more
area will be required o absorb the wastewater in
the septic field.

Operation

"The regulations prohibit septic systems from
receiving drainage from hasement floors, footings
and backwash fron warer softeners within the
septic field. The regulations also specifically
prohibit discharges. including: indusurial wastes,
material from photo-processing, dry-cleaning,
printing, furniture stipping, auto painting. Grease
traps must be installed where septic svstews serve
food establishments. ’

Additives should not be used unless they are
bacterial and enhance bacterial action in septic tanks.

Properly Funciioning Septics
Support the Water Cycle - -

The recurrent droughts in New Jersey highlight
the need for land use practices that mimic the
natural water cycle, Experience and research show
the importance of infilrating water as close 1o its
source as possible, Septic systems are impoytant in
maintaining the water cyele and should be
considered a resource. They help replenish
groundwater and maintain base stream {lows by
keeping used wastewater on site rather than
sending it to a sewage reatment plant that
discharges far from the water source.



Why Septic Management

Malfunctioning Septic Systems

In New Jersev. about 1.2 million people relv on
indivichaal septic systems for their wastewater
management needs. Properly designed, sited and
constructed individual septic svstems provide
necessary on-site wastewater freatment, provide
important groundwater recharge and contribute
to base tlow in streams. Improperly sited and
maintained septic systems can discharge bacteria,
viruses and nutrienss to groundwater and surface
water. In addition. improper use of septic systems
can contaminate greund and surface water with
toxie chernicals. Over half New Jersev's population
relies on groundwater for its water supply. making
improper use and failure of septic svstems of very
serious concern. Septic malfunction can also cause
surface water pollution, which can lead to fish
advisories, beach closings and contaminated
water supplies.

Public sewage collection svstems are not the
answer according to the 1996 NJ Water Supply
Master Plan.
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“When septic systems begin to fail in a
municipality, public sewage collection
svstems are often installed and denser
development often follows in nearby
areas. The end result may be increased
nonpoint source pollution and
reductions in base flow in local streams.”

In other words. pollution from stermwater
generated by nevwly induced development man
become a problems il santtary sewers replace sepric
s¥stems.

The 1996 New Jersey Water Supply Master Plan
raises the need for aquifer protection from mal-
functioning septic systems. The Plan esrimates that
approximately 100 million gallons of septic eflluent
are discharged into the state’s aquifers every dav.

“When these systems are well managed. they
allow the recvcling of weated wastewater into the
source supply as Jong as the density of the sysrems
is ot excessive and wells or streams are not in
close proximity, However, if homeowners do not
operate lthese systems properly (such as by
introducing toxic chemicals or failing to
periodically inspect and maintain the systems),
they may malfunction and cause ground water

contamination.” v

[n New Jersey the power to protect water quality
from nonpoint source (NPS) pollution rests
largelv in the hands of local government. Lecal
officials need to select. adopt and implement
ordinances to ensure the maintenance of on-site
svsterns to prevent nonpoint sofirce pollution:
Septic managementr is especially important as the
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The Recharge-Based Nitrate Dilution Model
Technical Guidanee advises thar in selecring the
recharge-based water quality target or standard,
vou should consider water resource policies,
standards and requirements. The nitrate target
can he revised to rellect local considerations. Well
records or surface water quality data may provide
mformation {or a stricter nitate standard than the
DEPs. For example, since discharge from septic
[elds contributes to base stream {lows, if a stream
is capable of suppeorting wout, a nitrate standard
of 2.5 may be warranted. Reservoir watersheds
and aquatic habirat areas for threatened and
endangered species are examples where a swricter
standard is deemed appropriae. Because of model
assumptions, NJGS recommends a target value
that incorporates satew factors. In other words,

Lhie target standard might be stricter to take into
ACCOUTLL IliLl‘ﬁl(‘ pollution from sOUrces (‘Jthcr

than septic sysiems, like fertlizer from lawr
agriculiure. Another {actor to be considered is
poor diludon that occurs during periods of
drought. The arget may vary depending on land
use and location.

S Or

Models are tools that can estimate the results of
a given action over time; thev do not tell us what
the results will actually be, The assumptions arnc
parameters in the model are only estimates and we
need o understand the uncertainiies inherent in
the model. The model formula lsell is also an
estimate — simplifving what may be a very complex
process in order to estimate petential impacis.

Model Septic Management Ordinance

Under a contract with the DEP ANJEC
conducted a survev of the state’s municipalities 1o
document municipal use of septic management
ordinances in New Jerseyv, Working with an
attorney, ANJEC developed the model ordinance
found on page 7. The ordinance requires residents
to pump septic tanks ar regular intervals,
Municipalities interested in enacting septic
management ordinances need o evaluate their
administrative capaciry and the availability of
licensed septic pumping companies or individuals.

Municipalites with septic management
ordinances report that the most important aspect
of implementing the ordinance is extensive

educarion and outreach to residents, Septic
ordinauces are difficult 1o enforce unless residents
understand the benefit to themn and the
cnvironment.

Septic Management Makes Good § Sense

Municipalities that require septic management
are helping their residents dependent on sepric
systems. Properly funcrioning septic systems are an
essential part of residential infrastructure and add
to the vahie of a property. Like any other part of a
residence, keeping the scptic system in gaod
repair is important, especially it or when sale of
the property is considered. [t is common practice
for lending institutions to require proof that a
Property owner's septic system is in good order
before they will consider issuing a mortgage to a
buyer. Unfortunately, homeowners may be
unaware of problems withi their septics until the
preblem reaches a crisis — septic overtlow, back-up
or other malfuncrion.

Ordinances that Compiement Septic
Management Ordinances

To better serve ouy members, ANJEC has develaped a
dalabase of envivonmenial and lond use ordinaices froim
municipalitios throughout New Jersey. These ovdinances
are examples of approaches that have worked in aiher
mnicipalitios. The user showld modify them to veflect
loeal envivonmental conditions, cwrvent regulations, and
state-of-the art knowledge in the envivormental field.

Aquifer Recharge Area Protection ordinances
conurol uses on lands that provide recharge for
waLer supplh.

Clustering is a design rechnique that allows
development o be clustered on a part of a site
while requiring preservation of the siwe’s open
space; the density should not exceed that allowed
under the conventional zone designation.

Floodplain Protection ordinances prohibit certain
uses or development in the 100-yvear Boodplaim.

Impervious Cover ordinances limit the amount
of fand that can be covered by buildings, roads
and other impervious uses to allow infiltration
of precipitation.



Limestone Protection offers special protections to Stormuwater Management erdinances require
groundwater in limestone areas. structural and non-structural methods to control

stormwater runoft,
Lot Size Averaging allows lows 10 be of variable

size so that critical environmental areas can be Stream Corridor ordinances protect land along
avoided. streamn corridors to provide natural filtration of
pollutants, prevent crosion and subsequent
Septic System Design ordinances have stricter sedimenrtation, and provide important wildlife
standarcls than the state minimnm standards. For habitar. Stream corridors are an easier and more
example, lacal ordinances can require greater economic way to protect water than dealing with

distances between septic svstems and warter courses  sgream corridor degradation impacts.
or can require reserve sepric fields 1o insure

replacement if sepric fields fail. Useable Lot Area ordinances require during
subdivision that a certain area of a proposed new
Shade Tree Protection ordinances require shace lot be free of environmentally critical areas — steep
tree protection and replacement to maintain the slopes, wetlands, floodplains and easements.
evapolranspiration [unction so important to the
water cycle and to prevent erosion. Well Head Protection ordinances establish allowed
and prohibited uses in the land area influencing
Steepr Slope ordinances protect slopes over 15%, wells.

with prohibition of use ahove 23% to minimize
erosion and sedimentation.

Some On-line Resources

* Ordinances and other information wivw.anjec.org/himl/waterresources.htm
[or municipalities - s
* Information on nonpoint scurce pollurion www.cpa.gov/owow/info,/NewsNotes,/
* Issue reporis on wastewater needs research wivw.nese,w,edu s,
funded by the LS, EPA
* NJ Stormwater Web Page WWW.IJSTON WA LET.Org
* NJ Nitrate Dilutien Model www state.nj.us /dep,/njgs ‘geodata /dgs02-6.hum
* Homeowners Manual www.state.nj. us /dep /dwq/septicmn.him
* Realty Improvemenrt Sewerage & www.state.nj.us/dep,/dwq,/pdf mjac7a.pdf

Facilities Act N J.5.A. 58:11-23 10 48
{Septic System Regulations)




MODEL SEPTIC MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE
In consultation with NJDEP and an attorney. ANJEC developed this model ordinance.

This model ordinance regulates only the operation and maintenance of on-site sewage disposal systems, not the giting
and construction of such systems.

AN ORDINANGE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE (INSERT NAME OF JURISDICTION) TO
ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR THE OFERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF ON-S3ITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Health of the {INSERT NAME OF JURISDICTION) in the County of (Insert Name of Gounty)
and State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION ONE
A. FINDINGS
It is found and declared that:

1. Individual and non-individual on-site subsurface sewage disposal systems are in use within the (Insert name of
jurisdiction).

2. Existing subsurface sewage disposal systems have malfunstioned even when the systems have been designed,
constructed, and sited in accardance with applicable standards, largeiy due to lack of proper system management or
improper operation and maintenance. These mafunctions have been shown to adversely affect public health and
weHare and the environment. Such systems constitute a potential source of poliution of ground and surface waters,
contamination of potable water supplies, foul odors, nuisance problems and other hazards to public health.

3. It is determined to be in the interest of public health, safety and weifare to establish provisions to regulate the
management of such systems to protect the public against system fallures and resultant pollution.

4. The licensing provisions contained in this Ordinance are necessary to protect the public health safety and welfare and it
ls therefore necessary to exceed the provisions contained in N.J.A.C. 7:9A-1 et seq. This is hereby declared to be a
"spectal ordinance” in accordance with N.JA.C. 7:8A-3.1(b) and shall be ferwarded to the Mew Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection within 10 days of adoption.

OR
A. PURPOSE
In addition 1o the purposes set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:8A-1.1, it is the purpose of this ordinance:

1. To establish a management program for individual and non-individual subsurface sewage disposal systems in the (insert
name of jurisdiction) in order to ensure the proper operation and maintenance of such systems. This ordinance reguires
existing, new and prapesed individual and nen-individual subsurface sewage digposal systems to be pumped out &t
least once every three years in order to minimize future malfunctions of such systems.

2. To regulate individual and non-individual subsurface sewage disposal systems in the program area in such a way as to
protect public health and welfare and the environment, and to provide for a means of educating owners/operators, as
detined herein, in the characteristics of such systems and the proper procedures for altering, operating and maintaining
them.

. To develop a management program 10 maintain recerds and manage systems in the pragram area.
4. To promote and assure the proper management and maintenance of individual and nan-individual sewage disposal
systems through time, F i

w

SECTION TWO. TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known as the Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systern Management Ordinances of the (insert name of
Jurisdiction.)

SECTION THREE. DEFINITIONS

All definitions given in Subchapter 2 (N.J.A.C. 7:19A-2.1 et. seq.) of the New Jarsey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) Standards for the Construction of Individual Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems, N.JA.C, 7:9A-1.1 et seq., and any
amencdments thereto ("NJDEP Reguiations”) are hereby incorporated into this article, with the following additions:

ACTIVE USE - For initial licenses, this term shall mean: "The use or diraction of waste waler 1o a system after the adoption
date of this ordinance.” For renewal licenses, this term shall mean: “The use or direction of waste water to a system at any time
during the peried of the license.”

BOARD OF HEALTH — The Board of Health of the {insert name of jurisdiction)

EDUCATION PROGRAM — An educational program preparad and administered by the Board of Health regarding the
fundamentals of individual and non-individual subsurface sewage disposal systems and the proper procedures for the operation
and maintenance of such sysiems. The educational program shall be deemed to be in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7.9A-3.14.
ENFORCING OFFICIAL — The (insert name of officer) of the (insert jurisdiction) or his designee, °
INDIVIDUAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM - An individual subsurface sewage disposa! system, as defined at
N.J.A.C, 7:8A-2.1, serving a single family detached residential housing unit.



LIGENSED SEPTIC SLUDGE REMOVAL OPERATOR ~ Any persen, firm or corporation which has been duly examined by the
enforcing official and found qualified to pump out an individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal sysiem, and who
has been issued a license.

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT - (This definition is necessary if the ordinance is to be applied only 10 a portion of a jurisdiction. The
definition must be developed locally and specifically describe the geographic area to be subjact 1o the ordinance, )
NON-INDIVIDUAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM — An on-site subsurface sewage disposal system serving a
property other than a single family home. Such systems include but are not limited to those systems defined in N.J.A.C. 7 -9A-
1.8(c)2. Typical examples include but are not limitad to; commercial buildings, restaurants, food establishments,
commercialresidential mixed uses, and systems servicing multiple units.

CPERATOR'S LICENSE - A license issued to an applicant pursuant to this ordinance for the operation of an individual or non-
individual substrface sewage disposal system.

OWNER OR OPERATOR - The person who owns of leases the realty upsn which an individual or nen-individual subsurface
sewage tisposal system is located and/or the person who uses or operaies said system. The owner of the reality and the
operater of the system. if different, are jointly and severally liable for the obligations imposed by this ordinance,

PLOT PLAN — A sketch drawn by the ownerjoperator, or agent on their behalf, showing the type (if known) and location of the
individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal systern servicing the property, as well as the localion and type of any
on-site water supply. Al plots shali be drawn to scale and list the dimensions used

RETAIL FOQD ESTABLISHMENT — Any fixed or mobile restaurant; coffes shop: cafeteria; short order cafe: luncheonette; grill;
tearoom; sandwich shop; soda fountain; tavern; bar: cocktail lounge; night club: roadside stand. industrial fesding
establishment; private, public, or nonprofit organization, institution, or group preparing, storing or serving food; catering kitchen:
commigsary; box lunch establishment; retall bakery; meat market; delicatessen; grocery store: pubiic food market, or any similar
place in which food ar drink Is preparad for retail sele or service on the premises or elsewhere, and any other retail ealing or
drinking establishment or operation where iood is served, handied or provided for the public with or without charge.
SYSTEM — An individuai or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal system, including all of the component parts theraof.

SECTION FOUR. SCOPE, APPLICABILITY AND EXEMPTIONS

A. SCOPE. Ths owner and/or accupant of any really improvement serviced by an individual or non-individual on-site
subsurface sewage disposal system located in the {Option One — Management District) (Option Two — insert name of
jurisdiction) shall be subject to al of the requirements of this chapter

B. APPLICABILITY. No person within the (insert name of jurisdiction) area shalt operate an individual or non-individual
subsuriace sewage disposal system unless such construction, installation, alteration, maintenance or operation is in
accordance with all applicable sanftary reguiations and this ordinance.

C. EXEMPTIONS. Any system nat in active use shali be exempted from this Ordinance. The Buard of Health may require an
owner or operator of a syslem seeking exemplion under this section to submit proof in the form acceptable to the Boat:d S0
as to gualify for this exemption.

SECTION FIVE. LICENSE TO OPERATE
REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSE: On and aftar (insert effective date} no owner or ocoupant of a property in the (insert name
of jurigdiction) upen which an individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal system is located shall use or
operate the system unless a currently valid license to cperate the system has been issued by the Board of Health in
accordance with the schedule herein to the owner of the property on which the system is located.

1. The Board of Health or its designee may issue a license to operate and educational information refative o the proper
operation and maintenance practices (pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:9A-3.14) to the owner and occupant of a property ugon
one or more of the following events:

a. Issuance of a certificate of compliance for a new system.

b. Issuance of a certificate of compliance for the alteration of a sysiem

¢. Upon the sale or transfer of a premises.

d. For all existing individual and non-individual sewerage disposai systems in accordance with the following schedule
Option t — Immediate effective date far all systems
Option 2 — Deferred effective date for all systems
Option 3 — Phased in date for existing systems

2. Alllicenses issued pursuant to this section shali be on a form provided by the Board of Health, Once issued, a license
shall be transferable upon change of ownership or occupancy of the premises for which the license has been issued. A
fee as provided in section elsven of this ordinance thereof shall accompany each application for a license or renewal.
The initial application for a license shall include a plot plan showing the location of the septic system {both the tank and
the disposal area) and of any private water source on the property. The plot plan shall also include the general location,
if known, of any wells, and septic systams on adjoining properties.

B. EXPIRATION/RENEWAL: The license to operate shall expire three (3) years after issuance. The Board of Health shall
notify the licensee or its designee at least (INSERT REASONABLE TIME) before the license expires and shall be directed
to apply for a renewal of the license. The renewal notice shall inciude educational materials relative to the proper operation
and maintenance practice tor such systems in accordance with N.JA.C. 7:8A-3.14.




1. Requirements for Renewal: The Board of Health or its designee shall not renew the license unless the licensee has
submitted the following to the Board of Health or its designee:
JURISDICTIONS SHOULD CHOOSE EITHER OPTICN 1 OR OPTION 2

OPTION 1
a. Evidence that the septic tank {or in the case of an alternate system, the comparable component of such systam) hal
been pumped by a licensed septic sludge remaoval operater as required by Section Seven of this Crdinance; or
b, Submission of a Septic System Inspection* Report on a form approved by the Board of Health indicating that the
system has been maintained, is not in need of purmping, and s functioning In conformance with the recquirements of |
this chapter, Said form shall be prepared, completed and certitied by:
i) A staff member of the Board of Health;
ily A licensed septic installer;
iy A NJDEP registerad inspector;
iv) A NJDEP registered waste hauler;
v) A licensed professional engineer:
vi} Alicensed health officer or sanitarian:
vii) Insert local aption, if any); or
viii) Other persen acceptable to the Board of Health.
Any such inspection under this section, shall include but not be limited to the following:
) Acompiete walkover of the septic field;
i) Measurement of the effluent in inspection ponts, (if any} and a reading of the groundwater monitoring port when
such ports were included in the original septic design; and
i) An inspection of baffles and intemal integrity of the tank.
OPTION 2
Submission of a Seplic System Ingpection® Repor! only as.required in CPTION 1 on this page (Section Five B1b)_

* Any such inspection shall be conducted in accordance with any NJDEP approved protocol. guidanca or regulations.

If the inspection indicates that a purmpout of the fank or other maintertance, alteration, or repal of the system is necessary, the
Board of Health shall issue a notice of pumping. alteration or repair. Following pumpout or other maintenance, afleralion or repalr
of the system, the ovmer foperator shall submit to the Board of Health a completed afferation/pumpout report prepared and
signed by the person performing the required work.

No parson shall test an individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal systam in & manner that will adversaly affect the
funetioning of the system. Hydraulic loading shalf not be appifed In excess of the design flow capacity. AN solids shall have been
removed from the septic tank and/or grease trap prior to tesiing unless the hydraulic iading is applied at a point that will bypass
the seplic tank and/or graase trap.

2. Renewal Term: Any license renewed under section B.1.a (Actual pumping) shall be renewed for a period of three vears.
Any license renewed under Option 2 {Inspection) shall be renewed for period of (Insert term) years.

3. As z condition precedant to a license renewal, the owner/operator shall pay the fee required by seclion gleven herein.

SUSPENSION OF LICENSE: The Board of Health or its designee may suspend or revoke the license to operate in the

following circumstances:

1. It has been determined that the system is malfunctioning based upon criterta provided for in N.J.A.C. 7:8A-3.4(a) and
the licensee fails to take steps to correct said maifunction as directed by the Board of Health or its designee;

2. The owner or occupant of the premises served by the system violates any provision of this chapter with respect to
operation and maintenance of the system; or " e

3. The owner or occupant of the premises served by the system denies the right of enlry o the Board of Health or its
designes, or to the New Jersey Department of Environmentat Protection (NJDEP), as required in N.J.A.C. 7:8A-3.19, or
in any way interferes with the administration or enforcement of this ordinance.

MODIFIED TERM OF LICENSE: The Board of Health may on its own motion, upon notice and opportunity to the property

owner or operator for a hearing, or upon application of a property owner or system operator. alter the time period of a

license to operate. The Board of Health may consider the following factors in determining that a more frequent licensing

renewal or pumping/inspection schedute may be necessary:

1. Limited size of the septic tank or disposal field;

2. The fact that the existing system may be a cesspoch

3. The age of the system;

4. Past history of maliunction or ather non-compliance;

5. Location of the existing system in a flood hazard, wetland area, wetland transition zone or other environmentaily
sensitive area as defined in (insert reference);

8. Proximity of the system to a well or water body.

SPECIAL LICENSING PROVISIONS FOR RETAIL FOOD HANDLING ESTABLISHMENTS:

The license to aperate for a retail food handling establishment shall expire one year afier issuance or one year from the

date of the documented pumpout. whichever comes first. The owner of said establishment shall have the right to apply to

the Board of Health for a lenger license renewal period, but in no case shall the license renewal period exceed thres years.



In considering any such application the Board of Health may consider the establishment's demonstrated compliance histery
with management of the system.

SECTION SIX. STANDARDS ON THE USE OF SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL 8YSTEMS

A. GENERAL

1. The subsurface sewage disposal system shall be used only for the dispasal of wasies of the type and origin provided for
in the approvad engineering design. No permanent or temporary connection shall be made to any source of wastes,
waste water or clean water other than those plumbing fixtures which are normally present within the type of facility
indicated in the approved engineering design.

2. Drainage from basemert floors, footings of roofs shall not enter the sewage disposal system and shall be diverted away

from the area of the disposal figld.

. As satforth in M.J.S.A. 58:10A-17, na person shall uss or introduce or cause any other persen 1o use or introduce into
any sewage water disposal system any sewage system cleaner containing any restricied chemical material,

. Disposal of matetiais containing toxic substances into a subsurface sewage disposal system is prohibited. Materials
containing toxic substances include, but are not limited to, waste oil (other than cooking oit}, oil based or acrylic paints
varnishes, photegraphic solutions, pesticides. insecticides, paint thinners, organic solvents or degreasers and drain
openers,

5. Ineri or non-bicdegradable substances should not be disposed of in the subsuriace sewage disposal system. Such
substances include, but are not Iimited to, disposable diapers containing plastic, cat box litter, coffee grounds, cigarstte
fitters, sanitary napkins, facial tissues and wet-strength paper toweis.

8. Large guantities of cooking greases or fats shall not be discharged into systems not equipped with a grease trap
designed and constructed as prescribed in N.J.A.C. 7:9A-8.1,

7. Major plumbing leaks shail be repaired promptly 1o prevent hydraulic overloading of the system.

8. Vehicle traffic and vehicular parking shall be kept away from the aspects of the system, unlass the system has been
specifically designed to support vehicular traffic. -

B. DISPOSAL FIELD MAINTENANCE

1. The area of the digposal field shall be kept free of encroachments from decks, pools, sprinkler systems, driveways.

patios, accessory buildings, additions to the main building and trees or shrubbery whose roots may cause clogging of
any part of the system

. Grading shall be mairtained in a condition that will promote run-cff of rainwater and prevent ponding.

. All drainage from roofs, footing draing, ditches or swales shall be diverted away from the disposal field.

. Vegetation shall be maintained t¢ prevent sail erosion.

. Vehicle traffic and vehicular parking shall be kept away from the area of the disposal field, unless the disposal field has
been specifically designed to support vehicular traffic.

C. ABANDONED SYSTEMS

1. When it is necessary to abandon a system or components of a system. all septic tanks, dosing tanks, seepage pits, dry
wells and cesspools which are to be abandoned shall be emptied of wastes and removed or filfed completely with sand,
gravel, stones or soil material in a manner which is acceptable to the Board of Health or its designee.

2. Except when done as part of or in conjunction with an alteration, a permit must be obtained from the Board of Health
prior to abandening a septic system or component of a seplic system.

D. ADDITIONAL INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE REQUAREMENTS FOR SYSTEMS WITH GREASE TRAPS

1. Grease traps shall be Inspected and cleaned out at a frequency adeguate to prevent the volume of grease from
exceeding the grease retention capacity. Grease shall be removed whenever seventy-five percént [75%) of thegrease
retention capacity has been reached.

2 Pumping of grease traps shall be performed by a solid waste hauler registered with the NJDEP in accordance with the
requirements of N.JA.C. 7:28-3.1

3. Equipment used in the pumping of grease traps shall meet the following requirements:

a. Mobile tanks shall be securely mounted on trucks or trailers, shall be watertight and provided with a leak-proof cover
and shall be vented to permil the escape of gases but not the liquid or solid contents of the tank.

b. Pumps and hoses shall be maintained and operated in a condition that will prevent the leakage of sewage

c. Equipment shall be available to permit accurate measurement of the volume of grease in relation to the grease
retention capacity of the grease trap.

d. Pumging of grease traps shall be conducted in such a manner that the entire contents of the grease trap including
both liquids and solids are removed.

e. Pumping shall be carried out in a manner that will prevent spiliage of sewage onto the ground. If any spillage occurs,
the solid portion shall be immediately removed and disposed of in a sanitary manner and the area of the spiil shall be
disinfected using a suitable chiorine-bsaring compound.

i. Grease and other waste materials removed from grease traps shall be disposed of in accordance with the
requirements of the Statewide Sludge Management Plan adopted pursuant to N.J.3.A. 13:1E-1 el seq. and N.JS.A.
7. 11A-1 et seq., as well as any other applicable Stats or local rules, requlations, ordinances or directives.
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E. MAINTENANCE OF DOSING TANKS
1. Dosing tanks and associated pumps, siphons, switches. alarms. electrical connections and wiring shall be maintained in
proper working order.
2. Any solids that accumutiate in the dosing tank shall be removed and disposed of [n a sanitary manner.

SECTION SEVEN. REMOVAL OF SEPTIC TANK SLUDGE

A. Any person, partnership, firm or corporation who emplies, relieves or pumps out all or a portion of an individual or non-
individual sewage disposat system within the (insert jurisdiction} shall first apply to the Board of Health to become a
licensed septic sludge removal cperater. The applicant shall have the foliowing qualifications: {Insert qualifications.} Any
such license shall be for a term of (insert time period) and shall be subject to the payment of a fee as provided in saction
eleven of this ordinance.

B. Prior lo emptying, relieving or pumping out all or a portion of any individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal
system within the {insert name of jurisdiction}, the licensed septic sludge removal cperator shall obtain a septic sludge
removal permit from the Board of Health.

C. The septic sludge removal operator shall complete alf information on the septic sludge removal permit and deliver one (1)
copy to the property owner and one copy to the Board of Health within 72 hours of the time that the individual or non-
individual sewage disposal system is pumped. Failure {0 deliver said report within the required time frame shall be
considerad o be a violation of this erdinance.

D. In addition to the Jicense reguired under section A above, the pumping of septic tanks shall be parformed by a solid waste
hauter regisiered with the NJDEP in accordance with the requiremants of N.JLA.C. 7:26-3.c.

E. The Board of Heaith may suspend or refuse to renew the license of any septic sludge removal operator who fails to comply
with this ordinancs.

F. Equipment used in the pumping of septic tanks shall meet the following requirements:

1. Mobile tanks shall be securely mounted on trucks or trailers, shall be watertight and provided with a leak-proof cover
and shall he vented to permit the escape of gases but not the liquid or solid conterts of the tank. -

2. Pumps and hoses shall be maintained and operated in a condition that will prevent the lsakage of sewage.

3. Equipment shall be avatlable to permit ihe accurate measurement of the sludge and scum levels in relation to the
bottom of the outiet baffle.

G. Pumping of septic tanks shall be conducted in such a manner that the entire contents of the septic tank including botf
liquids and solids are ramoved.

H. Pumping shall be carried out in & manner that will prevent spillage of sewage onto the ground. If any spitiage oceurs, the
solid portion shall be immediately removed and disposed of in a sanitary manner and the area of the spill shall be
disinfected using a suitable chlerine-bearing compound.

1. Seplage shall be disposed of at a sewage Ireatmen! piant designated in accordance with District and/or State Solid Waste
Management Plans pursuant 1o the Statewide Sludge Management Plan adopted pursuant io N.J.8.A 13:1E-1 et seq. and
N.J.5.A 58:1A-1 et seq.

SECTION EIGHT. APPEAL TO BOARD OF HEALTH

Any persan aggrieved by any decision of a designee of the Board of Health made pursuant to this chapter shall have the right to
appeal that degision 1o the Board of Health. Any aggrieved person seeking a hearing under this section shall make appiication
to the Board in writing within 3¢ days of the decision 1o be appealed. The Board of Health shall schedule the matter for a
hearing within 45 days thereafter. The hearing shall be conducted at a meeling held pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act.

SECTION NINE. ENFORCEMENT
A. NUISANCES TO BE CORRECTED

1. Any on-site sewage disposal system or compenent thereof that is found to be malfunctioning (as defined in N.JAC.
7:9A-2.1 and 3.4) shall constitute a nuisance and shalt be repaired, modified or replaced pursuant to an order of the
Board of Health or its designee to correct the condition caused by the malfunction, Alterations shall be performed in
accordance with "Standards for the Construction of Individual Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems” as adopted and
implemented by the Board of Health by virtue of this Code and any amendments thereto.

2. Any individual or nen-individual subsuriace sewage disposal system which has not been maintained in accordance with
N.LAG 7:9A:12.3, Septic Tank Maintenance, is hereby declared a nuisance.

3. Any individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal system which is construcled, installed. altered, operated or
maintained in violation of this section, the DEP Regulations, any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant to this
ordinance or any permit, certificate or license issued pursuant to this ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

4. |n addition the powers provided for in N.J.A.C. 7:9A-1.1 et seq., the Board of Health retains its authorily 1o abate any
nuisance in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 28:3-45 et.seq.

B. MALFUNCTIONING SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM:

INSPECTIONS OF SYSTEM; REVOCATION OF LICENSE -

1. The Board of Health shall have the right lo inspect any system which shews evidence of any malfunction, Such evidence
may include, but not be limited to, foul odors, leakage to ground surface, or soggy ground over system. Water and/or soil
samples may be taken to confirm the existence ot a malfunctioning system.
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2. The Board of Health may require that any malfunctioning system be corrected by servicing or by replacement or
alteration of the system.

3. Until any necessary replacement or afteration of a system has been accomplished, the-Board of Health may require
pumping and the removal of the entire contents of the septic tank for the system (boih liquids and solids) at intervals
specified by the Board.

4. No provision to this Ordinance shall be interpreted as preciuding the Board of Health from revoking a license issusd by
the Board for the operation of a system in the event that the Board shall determine that such action is necessary and
appropriate for the enforcement of this Ordinance. Any such revocation shall be upon Notice to the owner.opsrator, with
an opportunity to comment or appeal.

SECTION TEN. RIGHT QF ENTRY

In furtherance of the rights granted to the Board of Health in N.J.S A. 28:3-45 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 7:9-3.18, the (insert name of
entoreing official) or his designee, upon presentation of identification, shall have the right to enter upen property where an
individual or non-individual subsurface sewage disposal system is located for the purpose of abservation, inspection, manitoring
and/or sampling of the on-site sewage disposal system. This authority is exercised by virtue oi N.J.S.A. 26:3-31 as a necessary
and reasonable method of furthering the duties of the Board of Health as enumerated therein.

SECTION ELEVEN. FEES

Initial License

Renewal License

Board of Heaith Inspection at time of license renewal
Septic Sludge Removal Operator

Septic Sludge Removal Permit

mrOOwpE

SECTION TWELVE. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
A person who viclates any provision of this article, or any term or condmon of any certificate or license issued hereunder
shall be liable for one or mare of the following penalties [N .J.8.A, 40:69A-28(h)],
1. Afine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than $1,00C.
2. Aperiod of communily service not to exceed 90 days.
B. Each separate day and each violation of any provision or this article, any term or condition of any certificate or license or
any notice or order issued by the Board of Health shall constitute a separate and distinct violation under this ordinance.
C. Nothing in this section shall be construed as limiting the remedies of the Board of Health for violation of this article. The
Board of Heaith may proceed under any other remedy available at law or in equity for any violation of this article or any
terr or condition of any centificate or license issuad by the Board or Heaith or for any failure o comply with any not\ce or
order issued by the Board of Health or its enforcement officfal under this ordinance.

SECTION THIRTEEN. REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES.
All ordinances, codes or parts of same inconsistent with any of the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the
extent of such inconsistency

SECTION FOURTEEN. EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall take effact thirty {30) days after adoption and pubtication of a Notice of Adaption in accordance with New
Jersey law. -

SECTION FIFTEEN. SEVERABILITY
In the event that any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person is held invalid for any reason, such invalidity
shall not affect any other provision of this Ordinance and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable

This publication was made possible by a grant from the Environmental Endowment for New [ersey.

ANJEC is a statewide non-profit organization that informs and assists environmental commissioners
and interested citizens in preserving and protecting New Jersey's environment.

For further information, contact ANJEC at
P.O. Box 137, Mendham, NJ 07945 (973-539-7547) FAX (973-5339-7713)
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